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The same is true of the public corporations like the Transport Com-
mission. Powers of compulsory purchase may be given either by an
Act of Parliament authorising the acquisition of specific property for
a specific purpose or by orders made under an Act conferring general
powers to be exercised for purposes and under conditions laid down
in the Act. In the latter case land can be acquired by a public utility
undertaking (statutory undertaker, such as a waterworks company)
or a local authority on an order made by a Minister, or sometimes
under a scheme confirmed by him. Thus the authority of a depart-
ment of the central government is required in all such cases. Under
older Acts the order is usually subject to express confirmation by
Parliament, but under modern Acts the confirmation by the Min-
ister may be final or subject only to annulment by Parliament on the
grounds of the general public interest, a step which is rarely taken.
Compen-            Where a statute authorises the compulsory acquisition of pro*
satu>n*            perty, it is the invariable practice to provide for the payment of
compensation. It is an established rule of construction that express
words are required to authorise the taking of property without
payment: Newcastle Breweries v. The King, [1920] 1 K.B. 854. *
A code governing the procedure for compulsory acquisition and the
payment of compensation is contained in the Lands Clauses Acts
(Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, and subsequent amending
Acts), These Acts2 are, unless expressly excluded or varied, auto-
matically included in all Acts which authorise the compulsory acqui-
sition of land. But where land is acquired by a government depart-
ment, local authority or non-profit-making public body, compensa-
tion is, unless a statute otherwise provides, assessed not under the
Lands Clauses Acts, but on a less favourable basis to owners under
the Acquisition of Land (Assessment of Compensation) Act, 1919.
A statute may provide for a different basis of compensation, e.g.
under the Housing Act, 1936, s. 40, the owner of property acquired
for slum clearance purposes is in general only compensated to the
extent of the site value of his property and not in respect of houses to
be demolished thereon. The Acquisition of Land (Authorisation
Procedure) Act, 1946, provides a general code for compulsory
purchase applicable wherever the power to authorise purchase by a
local authority is conferred on any department of central govern-
ment. Under the Acquisition of Land (Assessment of Compensation)
Act, 1919, compensation was assessed by an official arbitrator
chosen from a panel appointed by a reference committee, but this
1  The decision, though not the principle mentioned, was disapproved in
Hudson Bay Co. v. Mactay (1920), 36 T.L.R. 469, at p. 478, and Robinson v.
The King, [1921] 3 K.B. 183, at p. 197.
2  Other codes regulate acquisition for particular purposes, e.g. Railways
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845; Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847; Towns Im-
provement Act, 1847, and various Military Land Acts.